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Participation at ICOP 2025

Me— \egetables W

The International Congress of Producer Organisations (ICOP) was held from 19 to 21 November in Inarcs near
Budapest, Hungary.

Lisa Martini, President of the AREFLH Producers' College, and Michele Gentile, European Policy Officer, attended the
event.

Among the various speakers at the congress, Kristine Bori from the European Commission (DG Agri) presented the
new financing mechanism for sectoral aid in fruit and vegetables under the next CAP.

Read more

General Assembly
16-17 March 2026

The next AREFLH General Assembly will be held on 16 and 17 March 2026 in Almeria, Andalusia (Spain).
The programme is currently being drawn up.-
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BVEO:
organiser of next Prognosfruit
. C BVEO
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The German Federation of Fruit and Vegetable Producer Organisations (BVEO - Bundesvereinigung der
Erzeugerorganisationen Obst und Gemise e.V.) will organise the next Prognosfruit conference from 5 to 7 August
2026 in Constance, Germany. This annual congress, which is held in a different country each year, will celebrate its
50th anniversary next year. The Lake Constance region offers an ideal setting for this event, especially because it
hosted the very first congress in 1976.

Read the original article in German.
Read a Google translation.

Q Waste4Soil:
30-month meeting

On 25-26 November 2025, the Waste4Soil Consortium gathered in Ravenna, Italy, for a two-day project meeting to
sum up the work of the past 30 months. It was hosted by the Emilia-Romagna Living Lab partners.

Work Package leaders presented their updates and upcoming activities, providing valuable insights into current
developments across the consortium.

Read more

LivingSoill :
Polish Living Lab recognised

LIVINGS\ILL

In November, LivingSoilL took part in European Soil Mission Week in Denmark. During this event, the Polish Living
Lab (in Grojec) was officially recognised at the Living Labs ceremony. The five Living Labs of LivingSoilLL are now listed
in the SOILL start-up catalogue.

Read the article
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Fruit and vegetable consumption is rising again in Italy
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Article from Bioeco Actual from 18 september2025

The Italian fruit and vegetable market closed the first half of 2025 with signs of recovery, but it is the organic sector
that is setting the pace. According to data from CSO Italy, between January and June, households purchased 286,800
tons of organic fruits and vegetables, representing a +15% increase compared to the same period in 2024. Spending
reached 168 million euros, up +29%.

Read the article

Commission carried out evaluation of the Directive on
unfair trading practices

On 1st December the Commission published its report summarising the main findings of the first evaluation of the
Directive on unfair trading practices (UTPs) in the agricultural and food supply chain.

The evaluation results show that, although still in its early years, the Directive is already helping to promote a fairer
and more balanced business environment in the agri-food chain across the EU. The evaluation report will feed
directly into the Commission’s reflection, as it plans to review the rules on unfair trading practices.

This review will assess how to better protect farmers against unfair trading practices and notably to address the
situation that they should not be forced to systematically sell their products below production costs.

Read more

Upcoming events of the F&V sector in Europe

12-14 December : Castaneaexpo in Fortezza da Basso Firenze, Italy.
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15-17 December: EU Agri-Food Days in Brussels

13-15 January 2026: SIVAL in Angers, France

27-28 January 2026: Information Day on the promotion of European agricultural products, in Brussels and online
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