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AREFLH Annual Forum :  
fruitful dialogue and impact 
  

 

 

The second edition of AREFLH Annual Forum was held in Brussels on 4 November, at the delegation of the Emilia-
Romagna region in Brussels. This event marked a new milestone thanks to the strong participation of producer 
organisations and regions, as well as fruitful exchanges with representatives of European institutions. 
 
Read the press release: EN, FR, ES, IT 
- 
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AREFLH network expands with two new members! 
  

 

 

Two new APOs have joined AREFLH. Elle Esse, an Italian organisation whose main products are strawberries, peaches, 
apples, pears, kiwis and table grapes, and the Spanish APO Freshuelva, which specialises in the production of berries: 
strawberries, blueberries, blackberries and raspberries. 
 
Elle Esse 
The Elle Esse APO was created in 2022, but its history is closely linked to the Salvi fruit and vegetable production 
company, which dates back to the late 19th century. Today, the Salvi Vivai and Elle Esse group manages a complete 
production chain, from research and the creation of new fruit varieties to global marketing under the Salvi brand, 
including nurseries, agricultural production, storage and processing. Thanks to a network of companies, cooperatives 
and producer organisations in Europe, Elle Esse guarantees high-quality, traceable and environmentally friendly fruit. 
Find out more 
 
Freshuelva 
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Founded in 1983, Freshuelva is the main association representing 95% of berry producers and distributors in Huelva, 
in south-western Andalusia. It works to promote the sector and its technological and economic development. It 
collaborates with research institutes, finances innovation and represents the sector in dealings with public 
authorities. 
Benefiting from Huelva's mild Atlantic climate, its members produce the earliest strawberries in Europe and have 
diversified into the cultivation of blueberries, raspberries and blackberries, covering more than 11,700 hectares in 
2024. 
The APO has 105 producer and/or exporter members and 71 annex companies. 
Find out more 
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Novasoil : 
learn more about the final results of the project 
 

  
 

 

The European NOVASOIL project, in which AREFLH was a partner, is coming to an end. 
Dedicated to innovative management models to promote soil health across Europe, the project held its final 
conference on 28 October 2025 in Brussels. It highlighted the project's results, such as: 

• the toolkit: an open-source digital decision support system designed to promote incentives for soil health, 
• business models co-designed with key stakeholders,  
• and policy recommendations. 

  
Read more 
 

  

 

  
 

 
Waste4Soil: 
the project participated to the EU Soil Mission Week 
  

 

 

On 5 and 6 November 2025, Waste4Soil participated in the 3rd European Soil Mission Week at Aarhus University in 
Denmark. This year's theme was ‘Leading the transition to healthy soils: financial and landscape perspectives.’ 
This event comes at a pivotal moment following the provisional agreement on the European Soil Monitoring and 
Resilience Directive, marking a major step forward for soil protection and restoration in Europe. 
 
Read more 
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LivingSoiLL : 
when the soil becomes the ground for experimentation 
  

 

 

The European LivingSoiLL project is working on the creation of "living laboratories for permanent crops with healthy 
soils". It involves vineyards, olive groves, chestnut, hazelnut and apple orchards. 
 
The project is committed to creating a community of practice, i.e. a wide range of stakeholders at national and 
international level. This aims to bring together farmers and farming professionals, local communities and residents, 
policy makers and regulators and more. 
You too can take part in the Community of Practice, simply by filling in a short questionnaire. 
 
Read the article  
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72 new promotion campaigns for EU agrifood products 
  

 

 

The European Commission allocated approximately 132 million euros to 72 new campaigns promoting EU agricultural 
products, covering topics such as organic products and quality schemes. This year, the number of proposals 
increased by 17%, reflecting growing interest from Member States. 
56 national programmes (‘SIMPLE’) and 16 multinational programmes (‘MULTI’) were selected for funding. 
Read the European Commission article. 
 
Upcoming information days on the 2026 calls for proposals 
To find out more about the next funding opportunities to promote EU agricultural products, you can attend the 2026 
information days, which will be held in Brussels and online on 27 and 28 January 2026. Registration will open soon. 
Find out more 
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Unfair cross-border commercial practices  
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On 12 November, the Council and the European Parliament reached a provisional agreement on a regulation on new 
rules to combat unfair cross-border commercial practices in the agricultural and food supply chain. 
 
This regulation aims to improve cooperation between EU authorities responsible for enforcing rules on unfair trading 
practices. It is part of the EU's efforts to support farmers within this chain. 
 
Jacob Jensen, Danish Minister for Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, said: ‘This compromise will ensure smoother 
cooperation between Member States on enforcement, without unnecessarily burdening the agri-food sector with 
administrative procedures.’ 
 
Read the press release 
 

  

 

  
 

 
EU Organic production :  
aimed updates and simplification 
  

 

 

Last September, the European Commission announced that it wishes to review organic regulations in order to 
simplify them while respecting the fundamental principles of current organic production rules. 
Forty-three proposals for change are to be discussed among all European countries, covering topics such as: 

• Organic conversion rules 
• The type of manure and fertilisers that can be used in organic farming 
• Rotations and conditions for the use of organic seeds and plants 
• Trade with third countries. 

You can give your opinion on these future regulatory changes until 18 November at midnight by completing the 
survey via the link below: 
Public consultation on changes to organic regulations 
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Upcoming events of the F&V sector in Europe 
  

 

 

19-21 November:  ICOP - International conference of European of Producer Organisations near Budapest in Hungary 
 
22-30 November: European Week for Waste Reduction 
 
15-17 December: EU Agri-Food Days in Brussels 
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13-15 January 2026: SIVAL in Angers, France 
 
27-28 January 2026: Information Day on the promotion of European agricultural products, in Brussels and online 
-- 
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