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AREFLH AREFLH Annual Forum : the programme is out!
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Between the uncertain future of the CAP and the need to innovate in the face of climate and health challenges,
regions and the fruit and vegetable sector must mobilize collectively on November 4. The AREFLH Annual Forum will
be an opportunity to combine political thinking and technical solutions to build a European agriculture that is
competitive, sustainable, and resilient.

Read the press release: EN, FR, ES, IT

Consult the programme and register here.

Date and time: 4 November 2025, 9.30am-1pm

Venue: Delegation of the Emilia-Romagna Region in Brussels, Rue Montoyer 21 / online

F&V European Suppliers join forces

Several members of AREFLH (Assomela, Coexphal, DPA, ANPP, VBT) are among the 24 organisations representing the
majority of fresh fruit and vegetable production and trade which, on 1 October 2025, at the Fruit Attraction trade fair
in Madrid, came together to develop a common strategy with one key message: to reduce the administrative
burden and the number of certificates.

Faced with the challenges facing the sector (pandemics, wars, rising costs, climate change, protection of water, soil
and biodiversity), it is clear to the organisations represented at this meeting that no problem can be addressed or
resolved alone.
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The common objective is to strengthen the three pillars of sustainability equally: social, economic and
environmental.

This results in the need to adopt an effective and efficient European strategy that takes into account the following
points

e guaranteeing food security and product availability,

e providing consumers with healthy and affordable food,

e ensuring fair incomes for producers,

e protecting resources and measuring environmental impact.

A key point is the reduction and simplification of certifications (currently more than 300 in Europe) and
administrative burdens, in order to make the supply chain more efficient and less costly.

European suppliers intend to speak with one voice to distributors and stakeholders, and are committed to
developing a common digital approach to centralise data.

This meeting marks the first step in a dialogue aimed at defining and implementing a sustainable European strategy
for the future of the sector.

Read the press release

Brittany: Cerafel celebrates its 60th anniversary
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Cerafel

Légumes, fruits & horticulture

"As the leading association of fruit and vegetable producer organisations in France, Cerafel is marking its 60th
anniversary by reaffirming the strength of these structures in defending farmers' incomes and ensuring transitions.
In early September, during its 60th anniversary celebrations, the Cerafel APO organised a round table discussion on
"Upstream structuring: a solution to the urgent need for transition".

The organisation's beginnings date back to 1965, when, after two artichoke crises in France, Brittany producers
decided to join forces to set rules for marketing vegetables and defend their interests.

Today, Cerafel brings together five producer organisations and represents nearly 1,350 farms producing fruit, fresh
vegetables and potato plants, representing nearly 2,000 producers. And the organisation continues to defend
producers' incomes. In an article in the media Reussir Fruits & Légumes, its president Marc Kerangueven stated that
‘Brittany has assets, particularly in terms of climate, for producing fruit and vegetables. But it needs to become more
competitive. We must also support producers in all transitions, whether environmental, social or societal.’

Read the full article in Reussir Fruits & Légumes (in Frthe ench - article can be unlocked with one click by providing
your email address).

Feel free to request a translation at communication@areflh.org.

Novasoil will celabrate the end of the project with a one-

day conference
innovative business models for

soil health
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AREFLH is a partner in the NOVASOIL project, which is dedicated to innovative management models for promoting
soil health across Europe. Its aim is to highlight the benefits of investing in soil health for society and the
environment.

You are invited to attend the project's final conference, which will be held on 28 October 2025 in Brussels, Belgium.

Read the article

LivingSoill :
when the soil becomes the ground for experimentation
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The European LivingSoilL project is working on the creation of "living laboratories for permanent crops with healthy
soils". It involves vineyards, olive groves, chestnut, hazelnut and apple orchards.

The project is committed to creating a community of practice, i.e. a wide range of stakeholders at national and
international level. This aims to bring together farmers and farming professionals, local communities and residents,
policy makers and regulators and more.

You too can take part in the Community of Practice, simply by filling in a short questionnaire.

Read the article

2026 EGEA Conference in Montpellier, France
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The 10th edition of the EGEA conference will take place in Montpellier from 7 to 9 October 2026. The event will put
consumers at the heart of the debate by adopting a comprehensive ‘food systems’ approach. It will give a voice to
experts from a variety of backgrounds and will focus on examining the diversity of consumption systems and patterns
around the world.

For more information, visit the website.
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Council of the EU adopts new rules for healthier and

O more resilient European soils

On 29th September the Council formally adopted the soil monitoring directive, establishing the first-ever EU-wide
framework for assessing and monitoring soils, with the overarching aspirational goal of achieving healthy soils
across Europe by 2050.

“This directive is a key step towards healthier and more resilient soils, which are vital for food security, clean water
and the environment.

The new rules will help improve soil resilience, ensure better management of contaminated sites and introduce land-
take mitigation principles, with a focus on soil sealing (the covering of soil with impermeable material such as
concrete or asphalt) and soil removal (the removal of topsoil during activities such as construction).”

Under the directive, member states will set up monitoring systems to assess the physical, chemical and biological
condition of soils on their territory, based on a common EU methodology. "

Read the Council’s press release-
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SOIL DEAL FOR EUROPE
Concrete solutions for our greatest challenges

Do you have an idea for healing soils?

SoilTribes, a Mission Soil initiative of the European Commission, offers grants for creative, cultural, and community
projects aimed at protecting and restoring soils. It is open to EU and Horizon countries.

SoilTribes is launching a call for applications for lump-sum grants to support innovative, multi-stakeholder initiatives
that promote soil literacy, raise public awareness, and engage diverse communities in soil protection and restoration.
These grants aim to drive behavioral change and stimulate innovation at the intersection of science, arts, and society.

All applications must be submitted via the EU survey platform by 10 October 2025 at 5:00 PM CET!

Learn more (translation at the top of the page)

Upcoming events of the F&V sector in Europe
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7 October: Assises Régionales De L'alimentation organised in Orléans by the Centre-Val de Loire Region and the
CESER.

7-9 October: International Asparagus Days & Int. Berries Days in Le Barp, near Bordeaux, France

4 November: 2nd AREFLH Annual Forum, in Brussels and online

19-21 November: ICOP - International conference of European of Producer Organisations near Budapest in Hungary

AREFLH - Assembly of European Horticultural Regions
MIN de Brienne - 110 Quai de Paludate

33800 Bordeaux, France

Tel : +33 (0) 556 89 10 19

www.areflh.org | x : @areflh | Linkedin

You received this email because you have subscribed to our monthly newsletter. You can unsubscribe at any time
using the link below.
Note pour les francophones : vous pouvez recevoir cette newsletter en francais, en répondant a cet email.

Click here to unsubscribe
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