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Networking at MACFRUT in Rimini

At the Macfrut trade fair in Rimini, held from 6 to 8 May, part of the AREFLH team had the pleasure of meeting many
of its Italian members, as well as some of the European members present. These direct exchanges are essential for
gaining a better understanding of local realities, sharing news from the regions and professional organisations,
identifying new avenues for collaboration and strengthening links with members.

We also had the honour of accompanying our new President of the Producers' College, Lisa Martini, who spoke at a
conference organised by the Emilia-Romagna Region on research and innovation projects supported by the region.
Finally, this edition of Macfrut enabled us to raise awareness of AREFLH's activities in the context of European
projects in which we are actively involved, such as NOVASOIL, LivingSoil and Waste4Soil.

Conference on the vision for agriculture and food

Eriselda Canaj and Michele Gentile, our two representatives in Brussels, took part in the Vision for Agriculture and
Food conference on 8 May. The theme of the event was "Shaping the future of agriculture and the agri-food sector".
Participants included representatives from Europe's agri-food sectors, civil society, rural communities, think tanks,
Member States and the European Parliament.

The aims of the conference were
e To continue to build consensus around the vision and its roadmap;
e To enable the Commission to gather feedback on the way forward, focusing on the key initiatives outlined in
the vision;
e Toinitiate dialogue on the future direction of the CAP after 2027.

See the AREFLH post on Linkedin
Visit the European Commission's website on the conference
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Emilia-Romagna: the Italian members of AREFLH are
mobilising for research and innovation

On 6 May, the Emilia-Romagna region organised a conference on research and innovation at the MACFRUT trade fair
in Rimini. The event, which took place on the region's stand, focused on past and future investment in innovation,
and provided an opportunity to hear the views of regional officials and representatives of agricultural producer
organisations.

Read the article

New chairman for VBT
and record sales revenue

VBT

Association des Coopératives Horticoles Belges
Association of Belgian Horticultural Cooperatives

On Wednesday 21 May, the VBT (Association of Belgian Horticultural Cooperatives) held its general meeting just
outside Brussels. After reviewing the results of the past year, the evening was devoted to the departure of Rita
Demaré, VBT President, who passed the torch to Dirk van den Plas.

The association looked back on the 2024 financial year. A year marked by many challenges: extreme weather
conditions, rising production costs and growing geopolitical uncertainty. Nevertheless, VBT revenue sales rose by 6%
for vegetables and 16% for fruit. VBT recorded record sales of €1.26 billion in the fresh produce market.

Read the Freshplaza article in French, read a Google translation

Proexport looks to Canada for new export opportunities

proexpért

Vegetables and Fruits from Murcia, Spain

Producers from the Murcia region, through the Proexport association, travelled to Canada last April. Their aim? To
diversify their markets and reduce their dependence on volatile environments.

Thanks to its stability, Canada is seen as a potential ally for Spanish fruit and vegetable exports at a time of trade
tensions and tariffs imposed by the United States.
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Read the article in Spanish, in another language.

Novasoil : online workshop
on the benefits of investing in soil health

innovative business models for
soil health

AREFLH is a partner in the NOVASOIL project, a European initiative dedicated to innovative management models to
promote soil health. Its overall objective is to highlight the benefits of investing in soil health for society and the
environment.

As part of this project, we are organizing an online workshop open to all on June 12 (from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Paris time).
Learn more

Waste4Soil

The project is already 2 years old!
4S0IL

The European Waste4Soil project is exploring innovative ways of converting industrial food waste into soil
improvers.

The meeting marking the 24th month of the project was held in Finland from 3 to 5 June, bringing together the 27
Waste4Soil project partners to review progress, discuss soil health and plan the next steps.

Participants alternated between presentations, interactive workshops and visits to innovative sites, giving them a
concrete view of sustainable practices in agriculture.

Read the article

LivingSoillL
"Stories from the field”

LIVINGS\ILL

Under the upcoming European Soil Monitoring Act, EU Member States will be required to assess and monitor soil
health throughout their territory. This data will inform decision-making regarding sustainable management and soil
restoration practices.
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In the article "The Science Beneath Our Feet," a Living Soil project partner highlighted the importance of
comparability and transferability of practices when monitoring soil health.

Read the article

' European Water Resilience Strategy
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Yesterday 4th June the European Commission reseased its Water Resilience Strategy through a “ Communication to

the European Parliament, the Council, the European economic and social Committee and the Committee of the

regions.”

As far as agriculture is concerned, between 2025 and 2026, the flagship actions to build a water-smart economy that

leaves no one behind are the following:

e Maximising the use of CAP Strategic Plans for water resilience through knowledge sharing and innovative

solutions promoted by the EU CAP network, the European Innovation Partnership (EIP-AGRI), as well as
improved and independent farm advisory services.

e Inthe next programming period, continuing to incentivise farmers to improve the environmental and climate
performance of their holdings, including towards better water management.

Read the full Communication from the Commission on water resilience
Visit the page dedicated to the Strategy on the European Commission's website

EU’s with help for Valencia’s fruit and vegetable
producers

The European Commission is stepping in to support fruit and vegetable and wine producers in Valencia hit hard by
last autumn’s unprecedented weather, introducing new flexibilities and reducing red tape to help them recover. The
Commission will reduce the administrative burden and provide flexibility proposing two targeted derogations.

Read the article from the European Commission
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Check out the coming events in the European F&V sector

25-26 June: Interpera, the international pear congress, in Hasselts, Belgium. Entry tickets are selling fast, make
sure you register soon.

6-8 August: Prognosfruit in Angers, France
20-22 August Conference on Challenges in temperate climate in Riga, Latvia. The meeting aims to bring together the

latest advances in research on climate change challenges and other issues in temperate horticulture.
www.darzkopibasinstituts.lv/Iv/conference

10-13 September : Eurocastanea (European Chestnut Days) in Huelva, Andalusia, Spain. Register now on
eurocastanea2025andalucia.com

30 Sept- 2 October: Fruit Attraction in Madrid

7-9 October: International Asparagus Days & Int. Berries Days in Le Barp, near Bordeaux, France

AREFLH - Assembly of European Horticultural Regions
MIN de Brienne - 110 Quai de Paludate

33800 Bordeaux, France

Tel : +33 (0) 556 89 10 19
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