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AREFLH Annual Forum:  
save the date! 
  

 

We are pleased to inform you that the second edition of the AREFLH ANNUAL FORUM will take place on 4 November, 
in Brussels and online. 
The event will bring together the key players in the European fruit & vegetable sector to discuss the current issues 
affecting the sector. 
 
Designed as an opportunity for dialogue and active discussion between representatives of the regions, professionals 
and European institutions, it will enable participants to take part in debates on European policies and current 
regulatory reforms and revisions. 
More information will be available shortly. 
Read the article on last year's edition. 
 

  

 

  

 
Interpera 
Early bird rate until 8 May 
  

 

Early bird registration for the International Pear Congress closes on 8 May. Don't miss this opportunity to save up to 
€150! 
Interpera will take place on 25 and 26 June 2025 in Hasselt, Belgium. 
The programme and tickets are available online at www.interpera.org. 
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Cerafel - Prince de Bretagne: energy efficiency in 
glasshouses  
  

 

Last April, Cerafel / Prince de Bretagne's under cover producers took part in the 6th technical rally of the season. It 
was an opportunity for around forty growers to discuss energy management at a strategic time in the season. These 
events are very important in helping new generations to acquire technical expertise and reassure them about their 
technical choices as new farmers. 
To find out more, see the 's Linked in post  
 

  

 

  

 
Afrucat estimates that overall hail damage to the crops 
will amount to around 8% of production potential 
  

 

Following the hailstorm that hit Catalonia on 19 April, Afrucat, the Catalan association of fruit companies, estimated 
the damage at around 8% of the area's potential production, representing a loss of around 75,000 tonnes of harvest. 
In order of importance, the species most affected would be: apricots, with around 13% less crop (2,000 tonnes), 
pears, which could lose between 12% and 15% of their production (around 20,500 tonnes), peaches and nectarines 
with between 6% and 8% losses (39,000 tonnes), apples with between 3% and 5% losses (12,000 tonnes), plums with 
2% less (150 tonnes) and, finally, cherries with 0.2% losses and 20 tonnes less. 
 
However, Afrucat has announced that Catalonia will maintain its market presence. 
Read the rest on Afrucat's Linkedin post (translation available from the text field of the post) 
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Novasoil  
Identifying healthy soils 
 

  

 

Soil is much more than soil: it's a living system that plays an essential role in the success of a farm. A healthy soil 
promotes vigorous crops, retains water, reduces production costs and encourages biodiversity. 
In this article, find out more about why healthy soil is important and what the signs of healthy soil are. 
Read the article 
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Waste4Soil  
Innovative biostimulants for sustainable agriculture 
  

 

The Waste4Soil project is exploring innovative ways of converting industrial food waste into soil improvers.  
As part of the project, LEITAT has successfully developed protein hydrolysates from beer bagasse and pig by-products 
for use as biostimulants in agriculture. 
Read the article 
 

  

 

  

 
LivingSoiLL  
 "Stories from the field”  
  

 

Teresa Fernández Teruel is an inspirational farmer from southern Spain. In 2008, she converted her entire family 
farm to organic production. She has 1,100 olive trees, 300 cherry trees, 200 walnut trees and a hectare of vegetables, 
all managed sustainably. 
She believes that soil health should be treated as a public good and calls for greater government involvement in soil 
management, just as it does for water. 
Find out more 
 

  

 

  

 
InBestSoil  
Presentation and survey 
  

 

InBestSoil is a Horizon 2020 project. Its aim is to co-create a framework for investment in the conservation and 
restoration of soil health, by developing an economic evaluation system for the ecosystem services provided by 
healthy soil and the impacts of interventions on soil. It is also studying their integration into economic models and 
incentive measures. 
 
The project is currently conducting a survey to better understand existing soil health and management practices and 
their economic and social impacts. Your input would be invaluable in helping them to identify current trends and 
areas for improvement. You can find the questionnaire here. 
For more information on the project, please visit inbestsoil.eu 
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European Parliament Agriculture Committee (Comagri) 
  

 

The MEPs from the Committee on Agriculture (Comagri) met on Monday 5 May. They discussed strengthening the 
position of farmers in the food supply chain. Celine Imart, rapporteur for this legislative proposal, presented her draft 
report. 
 
A vote was also held, with Comagri adopting its opinion on the modification of customs duties applicable to the 
import of certain products (including fertilisers) originating in or exported directly or indirectly from the Russian 
Federation and the Republic of Belarus. The results: 25 votes in favour, 5 against and 14 abstentions. 
 

  

 

  

 
Christophe Hansen, Agriculture Commissioner : 
recent field visits in Northern Europe 
  

 

On LinkedIn, Christophe Hansen, European Commissioner for Agriculture, gives a brief summary of his activities over 
the last four weeks. He visited five Member States, where he spoke directly with farmers and representatives of the 
agri-food sector in order to "get a concrete idea of their situation on the ground". 
He also indicated that "a simplification proposal will be presented in May to improve the situation for farmers". 
Watch the video on his LinkedIn profile. 
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Influence of diet on chronic inflammatory bowel disease 
  

 

The latest edition of the Global Fruit and Vegetable Newsletter presents the findings of recent studies exploring the 
role of diet in the prevention and progression of inflammatory bowel disease. 
The results indicate that fruit and vegetables could reduce the risk of developing these diseases and be beneficial for 
patients suffering from them. 
Find out more. 
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Check out the coming events in the European F&V sector 
  

 

6-8 May: Macfrut in Rimini (Italy) 
 
8 May: Conference on the vision for agriculture and food, in Brussels and online 
 
20-21 May : Horizon Europe - Cluster 6: “Food, bioeconomy, natural resources, agriculture and environment” Info 
Days (online). Brokerage day will be on 27 May in presence in Warsaw, Poland. 
 
25-26 June: Interpera, the international pear congress, in Hasselts, Belgium 
 
30 Sept- 2 October: Fruit Attraction in Madrid 
 
7-9 October: International Asparagus Days & Int. Berries Days in Le Barp, near Bordeaux, France 
- 
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You received this email because you have subscribed to our monthly newsletter. You can unsubscribe at any time 
using the link below. 
Note pour les francophones : vous pouvez recevoir cette newsletter en français, en répondant à cet email. 
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