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A new President and Vice-President for AREFLH

The AREFLH celebrated its 25th anniversary at its General Assembly in Valencia, Spain on 3 and 4 April this year; on
this occasion, the mandates were renewed.

Ramoén Fernandez-Pacheco (Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries, Water and Rural Development of the Region of
Andalusia) was elected President and Lisa Martini (Director of the APO FINAF, Italy) was elected Vice-President.
The members of the General Assembly also elected a new Board of Directors.

The public conference that followed the General Assembly addressed three main topics: the EU's strategic vision for
agriculture and the CAP, the revision of the CMO regulations and Strategic Plans, and water resilience in the fruit and
vegetable sector.

Several representatives of the European Parliament and the Commission, members of AREFLH and local
representatives of the sector discussed the challenges and opportunities ahead, emphasising the need for a solid
budget for Europe, rules adapted to POs/APOs and concrete solutions to climate challenges.

Read the press release: EN, FR, ES, IT
See the photos

The general assembly was co-organised by the Generalitat Valenciana.
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o ‘ Interpera, the international pear congress

INTERPERA
2025

HASSELT

BELGIUM

Interpera will take place on 25 and 26 June 2025 in Hasselt, Belgium.

This edition, organised by the VBT and AREFLH, promises to be a key moment for all those involved in the pear
industry at a national and international level.

The programme is currently being drawn up and will be sent to you shortly.

For more information, visit www.interpera.org

Four European apple and pear organisations join forces
to defend these fruits

The National Apple and Pear Association (France), Afrucat (Spain), Assomela (Italy) and ANP (Portugal) met on 3 April
in Avignon on the occasion of the Pome Fruit Contact Group of the Southern Zone Joint Committee. The
organisations discussed three issues that will determine the future of European apple and pear production and
therefore Europe's food sovereignty:

e The new law on plastic packaging for fresh fruit and vegetables,

e The reduction of authorised phytosanitary products,

e The carbon footprint of production.

You can find out more by consulting the various posts of these companies on their LinkedIn profiles: ANPP, Afrucat,
Assomela, ANP

French Peach and Apricot APO :
make way for the new generation
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On 26 and 27 March, the 1st Generation Y Seminar of the AOP Péches et Abricots de France (Peaches and Apricots of
France PDO) was held, created on the initiative of and for the youngest managers of the organisation. The objective?
To discuss the issues facing the farms and their sector in order to ‘build the future’.

Read the Freshplaza article
Read a translation by Google
Photo: © AOPN peach apricot

LOWINFOOD :
last project meeting

At its most recent meeting, the European LowinFood project highlighted four important innovations implemented in
Austria to reduce food waste.

Read the article

Novasoil :
innovative business models for soil health

innovative business models for
soil health

The NOVASOIL project held its sixth plenary meeting on 7 and 8 April 2025 in Ferrara, Italy. It was organised by the
University of Ferrara and the Delta Institute, a partner in the consortium.

The meeting provided an opportunity to review the progress of the project after 13 months of activity, highlighting
the main lessons learned from the development of end-user-driven business cases for soil health. The project also

analyses economic models and the design of incentive schemes to promote soil health.

Read the article

Waste4Soil presents

the work of its Catalan Living Lab
4S0IL
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The Waste4Soil Catalan living lab is currently deploying the project's monitoring device to track food processing
waste logistics and analyse organic waste decomposition processes.

Read the article

LivingSoilL : healthier soils for chestnut, olive and apple
groves, hazelnut orchards and vineyards

LIVINGS\ILL

Various ‘co-creation’ workshops were organised by the LivingSoilL project. They addressed the crucial issue of soil
health and focused on two activities in particular:
e identifying the main threats to soil health and discussing strategies to address these challenges.
e encouraging participants to express their hopes and concerns regarding the implementation of the
experimental sites.

Read the article

GoNEXUS project on water, food, energy, ecosystems

G o N E® U S

Integrated solutions for water,
energy, food and ecosystems

GoNEXUS is a Horizon 2020 project supported by the European Commission. Through eight in-depth case studies of
river basins in Europe and Africa, its researchers will collaborate with stakeholders to rebalance water, food, energy
and ecosystems.

If you are a researcher, policy maker, industry leader, practitioner or expert in the fields of WEEE (water, food,
energy, ecosystems), you can take part in the project's online survey.

Your contribution will play a crucial role in identifying solutions to Europe's urgent challenges related to climate
change and the growing demand for natural resources.

Start the survey
Visit the website: gonexus.eu

Combatting unfair trading practices in the agrifood
supply chain: Council agrees position on new rules for
cross-border enforcement

Council of the
European Union
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On 07/04 member states' representatives in the Special Committee on Agriculture (SCA) approved the Council’s
negotiating mandate on a regulation concerning new rules aimed at combatting cross-border unfair trading practices
in the agricultural and food supply chain

Read the press release

Soil monitoring law: Council reaches deal with
Parliament

On10th April, the Council of the EU reached a provisional deal with the European Parliament on a directive
establishing a framework for soil monitoring to improve resilience and manage the risks of contaminated sites. The
directive will also set out land-take mitigation principles with a focus on soil sealing and soil removal.

Healthy soils are the foundation for 95% of the food we eat, host more than 25% of the biodiversity in the world and
are the largest terrestrial carbon pool on the planet. Yet, soil is a limited resource and over 60% of soils in the EU are
not in a good condition.

Read the press relase for the Council of the EU

Check out the coming events in the European F&V sector

23-24 April: Medfel in Perpignan, France

29-30 April: networking event for the EU CAP network "Partnership for Innovation with Impact in Agriculture and
Rural Areas", in Prague, Czech Republic. It will focus on innovation, knowledge exchange and the IAP-AGRI

6-8 May: Macfrut in Rimini (Italy)

20-21 May : Horizon Europe - Cluster 6: “Food, bioeconomy, natural resources, agriculture and environment” Info
Days (online). Brokerage day will be on 27 May in presence in Warsaw, Poland.

25-26 June: Interpera, the international pear congress, in Hasselts, Belgium
30 Sept- 2 October: Fruit Attraction in Madrid

7-9 October: International Asparagus Days & Int. Berries Days in Le Barp, near Bordeaux, France
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