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The AREFLH  
network expands 
  

 

In recent years, AREFLH has gained in visibility thanks to its participation in various European events 
(Agri-Food Days in December 2023, Annual Forum in November 2024, and more) and thanks to its 
position statements. This is bearing fruit, since, after the arrival of SPPIOPO and APO Europae in 
January, the association is welcoming yet another new member in the college of producers : 
Fruitmarketing, a Hungarian APO. More details about the company are given in the article below. 
 
Since January 2024, AREFLH has grown and included 3 additional countries. With the new Hungarian 
member, the association is now represented in 15 countries: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Spain and 
Sweden. 
 

  

 

  

 
Public conference of the General Assembly  
  

 

As part of its Annual General Meeting, AREFLH is organising a public conference in Valencia, Spain, 
and online. Three topics will be addressed: 

• The European Commission's "Vision for the future of agriculture and food". 
• The Reform of the regulations on National Strategic Plans and the CMO 
• The main challenges for water resilience in the fruit and vegetable sector 

 



Admission is free and open to all but registration is compulsory. 
Read the programme:  FR - ES - EN - IT 
 

  

 

  

 
Interpera, the international pear congress 
  

 

Interpera will take place on 25 and 26 June 2025 in Hasselt, Belgium. 
 
This edition, organised by the VBT and AREFLH, promises to be a key moment for all those involved in 
the pear industry at a national and international level. 
The programme is currently being drawn up and will be sent to you shortly. 
For more information, visit www.interpera.org 
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Fruitmarketing :  
a new member within AREFLH 
  

 

AREFLH is delighted to welcome a new member to its network. Fruitmarketing is a Hungarian APO set 
up in 2003, bringing together 3 cooperatives recognised as producer organisations by the EU. The APO 
organises joint marketing and promotion on the basis of its members' operational programmes. It also 
represents its members in national agricultural forums. 
The association also works to encourage the consumption of local fruit, improve the market position 
of agricultural products and promote healthy eating. 
 
Their main products are apples, peaches, cherries, peppers, walnuts and plums. 
To find out more, check out their Facebook profile (in Hungarian), you can use the translation tool at 
the end of each post on their page. 
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LOWINFOOD :  
management of bakery waste in Sweden 
  

 

A group of researchers of the LOWINFOOD project have recently published an article in the 
journal Sustainable Production and Consumption, where they quantify the surplus and waste of 
baked goods in Sweden. They demonstrate that prevention and valorisation strategies, such as data 
sharing and price reductions, have the greatest potential for reducing waste and environmental 
impact. 
 
Read the article 
 

  

 

  

 
Know more about biochar  
with Novasoil 
 

  

 

NOVASOIL is a European project dedicated to innovative management models to promote soil health. 
One of its aims is to demonstrate how different approaches can improve soil health and resilience. 
Biochar is one of the solutions studied by the project, precisely because of its potential to improve soil 
fertility, store carbon sustainably and reduce erosion. 
 
Read the article  
 

  

 

  

 
Waste4Soil presents  
the work of its Catalan Living Lab 
  

 

The European Waste4Soil project is exploring innovative ways of converting industrial food waste into 
soil improvers. It is setting up 7 Living Labs that represent a new approach to innovation in which 
users become key players in their real-life environments. 
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The Catalan Living Lab has developed a biogas production process to treat local agricultural residues 
such as beer bagasse, wine vinasse, alperujo (an olive oil by-product) and pig manure. 
 
Read the article 
 

  

 

  

 
LivingSoiLL : healthier soils for chestnut, olive 
and apple groves, hazelnut orchards and 
vineyards 
  

 

The partners in the European project LivingSoiLL, including AREFLH, are working together for 
permanent crops with healthy soils via Living Labs. 
The consortium travelled to Portugal for a workshop entitled "Co-Creating LivingSoiLL", organised 
from 4 to 5 February 2025 by Qxote. The event brought together project partners, researchers and 
stakeholders to strengthen collaboration, align objectives and identify potential challenges between 
work programmes and tasks. The aim was to ensure transparent and efficient implementation of the 
project. 
  
Read the article 
 

  

 

  

 
Project E-SPFdigit:  
survey open to soil practitioners 
  

 

AREFLH invites you to participate in the EU wide online survey on practitioners’ needs regarding onsite 
Digital Technologies to monitor nutrients, chemical and biological stressors in both soil and plants 
for food safety and nutrition. The initiative is promoted by the EU Mission Soil project E-SPFdigit. As a 
professional working with or on soil, your experience and insights are essential for shaping the digital 
transformation 
Why Participate? 
To help identify soil monitoring challenges 
To influence the development of digital solutions for soil management to better suit your needs 
To contribute to identify country needs, and citizen science-specific incentives on digital technologies 
To get to know the project and a summary of the results to improve your knowledge 
  
You can access the survey here   
Know more about E-SPFdigit here.  
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Assessing of the progress in implementing the 
Evaluation Plans of Rural Development 
Programmes  
  

 

The EU CAP Network have just published a report on the ‘Assessment of the progress in implementing 
the Evaluation Plans of Rural Development Programmes 2014-2022’.  
  
It focuses on Chapter 2 of the Annual Implementation Reports (AIRs), which examines progress in the 
evaluation plans of EU Member States and the United Kingdom. It explores significant developments, 
including modifications to evaluation plans, data management activities, completed evaluations, 
communication efforts, and follow-up actions on evaluation results.  
 
Read the report 
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Check out the coming events in the European 
F&V sector 
  

 

3 April : Circular Bio-Based Europe Info Day in Brussels. The event is an opportunity to gain insights 
into the CBE JU 2025 call for project proposals 
 
3-4 April: AREFLH General Meeting and public conference in Valencia, Spain (and online). 
 
23-24 April: Medfel in Perpignan, France 
 
29-30 April: networking event for the EU CAP network "Partnership for Innovation with Impact in 
Agriculture and Rural Areas", in Prague, Czech Republic. It will focus on innovation, knowledge 
exchange and the IAP-AGRI 
 
6-8 May: Macfrut in Rimini (Italy) 
 
20-21 May : Horizon Europe - Cluster 6: “Food, bioeconomy, natural resources, agriculture and 
environment” Info Days (online). Brokerage day will be on 27 May in presence in Warsaw, Poland. 
 
30 Sept- 2 October: Fruit Attraction in Madrid 
 
7-9 October: International Asparagus Days & Int. Berries Days in Le Barp, near Bordeaux, France 
- 
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You received this email because you have subscribed to our monthly newsletter. You can unsubscribe 
at any time using the link below. 
Note pour les francophones : vous pouvez recevoir cette newsletter en français, en répondant à cet 
email. 
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