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Closure of the It's bio project at the Marca Fresh 
trade fair 
  

 

President Simona Caselli took part in the Marca Fresh trade fair in Bologna. She was chosen to 
conclude a session about the It's bio initiative, a European project to promote organic farming, 
particularly in the fruit and vegetable sector. The project focuses on food safety, environmental 
sustainability and compliance with European regulations on organic production. 
Italian APO Gruppo Vi.Va, an AREFLH member and project partner, was represented by Mario Tamanti 
(on the left on the picture). 
 
In her speech, Simona Caselli mentioned the importance of defending the promotion policy, as well 
as the importance of the CMO for the aggregation and competitiveness of the fruit and vegetable 
sector. 
She also said that the next CAP must be strengthened, given its economic and social impact on 
health, employment and more. 
 
Find out more about the it's bio project 
 

  

 

  

Strengthening the position of farmers in the 
agri-food supply chain 
  

 

https://link.tribecrm.nl/public/email/838a88dc-d6f7-4bdc-9640-6de30376a253/link?d=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYW9wZ3J1cHBvdml2YS5pdC8%253D
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On 3 February 2025, Eriselda Canaj, European Project Officer at AREFLH, took part in the event 
"Strengthening the position of farmers in the agri-food supply chain" at the Committee of the Regions 
in Brussels. 
 
The meeting focused on the targeted changes proposed by the European Commission on 10 
December 2024 to the existing legal framework under the regulation establishing a CMO for 
agricultural products and the new regulation on combating unfair commercial practices. 
 
Read the article 
 

  

 

  

Centre-Val de Loire: an event focusing on 
innovation in the region 
  

 

On 16 January, Eriselda Canaj and Michele Gentile took part in the event organised by Centre-Val de 
Loire Region to mark the 20th anniversary of the Val de Loire's classification by the UNESCO. The 
central theme of the presentations was innovation. 
 
The politicians present spoke about the role of European regions in innovation ecosystems, including 
Anne Besnier (Vice-President for Research and Innovation at Centre-Val de Loire Region) and 
Jekaterina Novikova (Deputy Head of the Policy and Access to Finance Unit at the European 
Commission, DG RTD). They stressed the importance of sectoral innovation and the development of 
regional ecosystems. 
 
Read the article on Linkedin 
 

  

 

  

Poland's priorities presented to Brussels 
  

 

On 23 January, Eriselda Canaj and Michele Gentile also took part in the event "The Polish Presidency 
of the Council 2025 - Priorities and Challenges" organised by Wielkopolska region (Greater Poland) 
and the Hesse region. The conference highlighted Poland's priorities for the EU Presidency. 
 
Read the article on Linkedin 
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Emilia Romagna backs up organic production 
  

 

Emilia-Romagna region is renewing its commitment to sustainable, high-quality agriculture, making 
more than €100 million available for the three-year period 2025-27: the resources will be distributed 
via 7 new calls for proposals for European rural development funds. 
The region is keen to support organic and integrated farming, measures to combat soil 
impoverishment, chestnut groves and the protection of agrobiodiversity. 
 
Read the article on the region's website 
 

  

 

  

Flanders launched a soil passport, a mine 
of information about soil  
 

  

 

Healthy soil guarantees better crop yields and is more resistant to drought, flooding and erosion. The 
Flemish region has understood this and is introducing the soil passport, which allows farmers to find 
out more about the soil on plots and share it easily with agricultural adviser. 
 
Thanks to two eco-schemes, farmers can also benefit from aid for an active use of the soil passport. 
Find out more in Dutch, in another language (Google translation) 
 
The region has also dedicated a page to soil quality on its website, with information on the aid 
available to farmers who use programmes to improve soil health. There, a number of farmers talk 
about how they are preserving their soil. 
Find out more in Dutch, in another language (Google translation) 
 

  

 

Pays de la Loire and Brittany regions: final day of 
the CLIMATVEG project 
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CLIMATVEG (a combination of the two French words CLIMAT and VÉGÉTAL) is a project focusing on 
the transition and sustainability of plant production systems in the face of climate change. Funded by 
the partners, Pays de la Loire Region and Brittany Region (with ADEME Bretagne), the project started in 
February 2021 and ran for 4 years. The results of the project will be presented on 13 March 2025 at an 
open day at Pays de la Loire Regional Council. 
 
Find out more 
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International Scientific Conference on 
"Sustainable Horticulture from Plant to Product: 
Challenges in Temperate Climate – 2025 
 

  

 

The city of Riga (Latvia) will host the International Scientific Conference on "Sustainable 
Horticulture from Plant to Product: Challenges in Temperate Climate", on 20-22 August 2025. 
This conference will serve as a platform for leading researchers, scientists, industry professionals, 
and policymakers to address the challenges and opportunities of sustainable horticulture in 
temperate climates. 
Somme of the topics zoomed on will be : 

• Innovations in breeding of horticultural crops 
• Sustainable use of genetic resources 
• Sustainable growing for climate change mitigation 
• And much more 

 
Registration and abstract submission deadline: May 5, 2025 
Late registration deadline: August 11, 2025 
For more details, including the conference program, submission guidelines, and registration 
information, please visit the  conference website at ej.uz/lathortconference 
 

  

 

  

LOWINFOOD and the Italian food surplus 
donation platform 
  

 

Find out more about the Italian platform that facilitates donations of surplus food to qualified 
charities by individual producer organisations and producer associations, providing regulated prices 
for withdrawn products. 
  
Read the  
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Novasoil the silent threat beneath our feet: how 
soil shapes human health and antibiotic 
resistance 
 

  

 

NOVASOIL is a project dedicated to innovative management models to promote soil health across 
Europe. 
 
Soil, an ecosystem rich in microorganisms, harbors Antibiotic Resistance Genes (ARGs) that can 
transfer to harmful bacteria, potentially compromising the effectiveness of antibiotics used to treat 
infections. Research highlights the dangers of soil bacteria like Listeria monocytogenes, which not 
only naturally resist antibiotics but also rapidly evolve new resistance, posing significant risks to 
human health. 
 
Read the article. 
 

  

 

  

Waste4Soil is setting up a plaform for agrifoord 
waste management 
  

 

Waste4Soil is exploring innovative ways of converting industrial food waste into soil improvers, 
thereby addressing two of the EU's major challenges: food waste and soil health.  
In this context, the project is currently developing a farmer-to-farmer platform for monitoring agri-food 
waste so that it can be transformed. 
 
Read the article  
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LivingSoiLL : healthier soils for chestnut, olive 
and apple groves, hazelnut orchards and 
vineyards 
  

 

AREFLH is a partner in the European LivingSoiLL project, which aims to improve the soil health of 5 
permanent crops using living laboratories. The consortium has held its second meeting and invites 
you to follow the progress of the project. 
 
Read the article 
 

  

 

  

Projet MOEBIOS for the recycling of bioplastics 
  

 

Last year, the MOEBIOS project was launched with the aim of developing innovative recycling 
processes for bioplastics such as PLA, PHA, PBS, and PEF. The project focuses on enhancing waste 
management in key sectors like food packaging, agriculture, and textiles, and integrating these 
processes into industrial recycling systems. 
  
To better understand how bioplastics MOEBIOS has created three surveys targeting the primary focus 
areas of the project: 

• Food Packaging: take the survey here 
• Agriculture: take the survey here 
• Textile: take the survey here 

  
Do not hesitate to complete the survey(s) relevant to your sector and share them with your partners or 
stakeholders who might also contribute valuable insights. 
Read more about the project : moebios.eu. 
- 
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First steps of the European Board on Agriculture 
and Food 
  

 

On 4th February Commissioner Christophe Hansen held the 1st meeting of the European Board on 
Agriculture and Food. 
 
After a tour de table with the presentation of each of the 30 member organisations, the discussions 
revolved around the following questions : 

• What are your top priorities for the Vision? 
• What can be done et EU level to ensure a fair standard of living for farmers and profitability 

along the agri-food value chain? 
• Better balancing incentives, investment and (de)regulation: what could be done concretely 

to support farmers’ and agri-food chain actors’ efforts to improve their sustainability and 
resilience? 

 
Read more about the board 
See the X post of the Commissioner about the meeting. 
Photo copyright : EU Commission 
 

  

 

  

Eurobarometer survey shows strong support for 
the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 
  

 

According to the latest Eurobarometer survey, support for the EU's Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 
has reached an all-time high. Public awareness of the CAP is at its highest level since 2007, with 78% 
of those questioned claiming to be familiar with the EU's Common Agricultural Policy. 
 
Over 70% of respondents agree that the EU, through the CAP, is fulfilling its role in providing safe, 
healthy and sustainable high-quality food. This demonstrates a clear understanding and keen 
awareness of the key role played by the EU's agricultural policies. 
 
Find out more. 
- 
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Découvrez les évènements phares du secteur 
des fruits et légumes en Europe. 
  

 

3-4 April: AREFLH General Meeting in Valencia, Spain. 
 
23-24 April: Medfel in Perpignan, France 
 
29-30 April: networking event for the EU CAP network "Partnership for Innovation with Impact in 
Agriculture and Rural Areas", in Prague, Czech Republic. It will focus on innovation, knowledge 
exchange and the IAP-AGRI. The organisers are looking for participants who would like to share their 
knowledge and experience (application deadline: 17 February). 
 
6-8 May: Macfrut in Rimini (Italy) 
 
30 Sept- 2 October: Fruit Attraction in Madrid 
 
7-9 October: save the date - International Asparagus Days & Int. Berries Days in Le Barp, near 
Bordeaux. More information to come. 
- 
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You received this email because you have subscribed to our monthly newsletter. You can unsubscribe 
at any time using the link below. 
Note pour les francophones : vous pouvez recevoir cette newsletter en français, en répondant à cet 
email. 
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