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NEWS ABOUT AREFLH 
 

 

  

New members 
 

AREFLH is pleased to announce the arrival of two 
new members.  
 

  

 

AOP Europae, an Italian APO, has joined the College of Producers, while SPPIOPO, the Polish 
Association of Greenhouse Tomatoes and Cucumbers, has joined the College of Associate Members 
(experts). 
With these membership, AREFLH now represents event more the EU, with members in 14 
countries: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Spain and Sweden. 
 
You can find out more about these new members in the section below. 
 

  

 

  

AREFLH participated to the  
European Agrifood Days 
 

  

 

AREFLH President Simona Caselli accompanied the Brussels office team, Eriselda Canaj and Michele 
Gentile, to AgriFood Days. The annual event took place from 10 to 12 December in Brussels and 
covered topics such as the latest agricultural trends, policy options, market developments, as well as 



how research, innovation and digital technologies are shaping European agriculture today and in the 
future. 
Some of the key messages were as follows: 

• The call for more investment and recognition of a fair income for farmers, while tackling 
imbalances in the food supply chain. 

• Farmers need to find funding to modernise their farms, digitise and cope with extreme weather 
events, while continuing to monitor food production. 

• The strategic dialogue has been essential in defining the future of agriculture and the vision for 
farming and food. The new EU vision for agriculture will be published in February and will 
provide a roadmap for unlocking the sector's potential. 

• The number of young people choosing to become farmers has fallen, and the EU must work to 
reverse this trend. 

- 
 

NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS 
 

 

  

New Italian member : 
AOP Europae  
 

  

 

APO Europae is based in the Campania region, in Italy. It joins together 13 producer organisations 
from various regions in Italy, producing table grapes, cherries, apricots, peaches, figs, Jerusalem 
artichokes, tomatoes and processing tomatoes, fennel, onions, cauliflower, Costa d'Amalfi lemons 
(PGI), Etna prickly pears (PDO) and Red Orange (PGI), Giffoni hazelnuts (PGI). 
 
AOP Europae structure aims to strengthen the skills of its members, activate the benefits to optimise 
costs, amplify development opportunities and also improve the market positioning of its members. 
Among other things, the APO draws up plans to promote and enhance its products, and promotes 
research projects with a view to technological and scientific innovation. 
The APO also gives access to subsidised national and international funding programmes. 
Find out more about the APO 
 

  

 

  

New member in Poland :  
SPPIOPO 
 

  

 

SPPIOPO, the Polish Association of Greenhouse Tomato and Cucumber (Stowarzyszenie 
Producentów Pomidoró i Ogórków pod Osłonami in Polish) represents 60% of the country's 
production.  
The association is motivated by growing quality requirements, the need for stability and continuity of 
supply and the challenges of climate change. 

https://link.tribecrm.nl/public/email/d889c994-f0ed-4498-b934-6a617109ef9c/link?d=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3ctYW9wZXVyb3BhZS1ldS50cmFuc2xhdGUuZ29vZy9jaGktc2lhbW8vP194X3RyX3NsPWVzJl94X3RyX3RsPWVuJl94X3RyX2hsPWZyJl94X3RyX3B0bz13YXBw


A few figures from the sector : 
• In Poland, tomatoes and cucumbers grown under cover currently account for around 80% of 

vegetable cultivation. 
• In 2023, the number of people directly employed in the production of tomatoes under cover in 

Poland was between 10,000 and 12,000, while the production of cucumbers under 
greenhouses employed between 8,000 and 10,000 people. 

• The total area of tomato and cucumber under cover in Poland currently stands at over 1,400 
hectares. 

• Poles eat around 10 kg of tomatoes a year. 
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RESEARCH & INNOVATION 
 

 

  

LOWINFOOD:  
dissemination of the project's results 
 

  

 

The project is reaching its final phase, and the partners are currently focusing on disseminating the 
results, in particular by assessing the social impact of the software (S.I.R Platform) created by the 
Emilia-Romagna region in Italy. 
This software promotes and facilitates the management and donation of surplus fruit and vegetables 
to certified charities. It enables continuous monitoring of the quantities of food donated. 
Read the article  
 

  

 

  

NOVASOIL :  
results from the Po Delta initiative 
 

  

 

NOVASOIL is a project dedicated to innovative management models to promote soil health across 
Europe. 
 
Through its work on carbon farming, the project is paving the way for innovative solutions by creating 
sustainable business models that protect and restore soil health. This is illustrated by the case of the 
Po delta, located in Emilia-Romagna (Italy), where an innovative business model centred on carbon 
farming, combining sustainable practices and economic strategies, is being developed. 
Read the article  
 

  

https://link.tribecrm.nl/public/email/d889c994-f0ed-4498-b934-6a617109ef9c/link?d=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXJlZmxoLm9yZy9lbi9ldXByb2plY3RzLW9rL2xvd2luZm9vZC0yMDI1LTAx
https://link.tribecrm.nl/public/email/d889c994-f0ed-4498-b934-6a617109ef9c/link?d=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXJlZmxoLm9yZy9lbi9ldXByb2plY3RzLW9rL25vdmFzb2lsLTIwMjUtMDE%253D


 

  

The Waste4Soil project  
featured in Horizon magazine 
 

  

 

Waste4Soil explores innovative ways of converting food processing waste into locally produced soil 
improvers, thereby addressing two of the EU's major challenges: food waste and soil health. The 
project's research team is setting up Living Labs - real-life test environments - in seven European 
countries: Spain, Finland, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Poland and Slovenia. 
 
In December 2024, Horizon magazine devoted an article to Waste4Soil, entitled "Don't waste, don't 
miss: turning food waste into fertile soil for sustainable growth". It highlighted the initial results of the 
project. 
Read the article  
 

  

 

  

Join the LIVING SOILL  
Community of Practice ! 
 

  

 

AREFLH is a partner in the European LivingSoiLL project, which promotes healthy soils in permanent 
crops. 
If soil health is an issue you are interested in, either for your work or just personally, we invite you to fill 
in this quick questionnaire and take part in the Community of Practice for a better soil health. 
Read the article  
Go directly to the questionnaire (available in 6 languages) 
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PROMOTION  
 

 

  

World Fruit and  
Vegetable Day 
 

  

 

On 20 October 2024, the celebration of World Fruit and Vegetable Day was a huge success in terms of 
participation, with almost 50% of the AIAM5* community reporting a wide variety of activities. In 2025, 
the day will be celebrated on 17 October. 

https://link.tribecrm.nl/public/email/d889c994-f0ed-4498-b934-6a617109ef9c/link?d=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXJlZmxoLm9yZy9mci9wcm9qZXRzLWV1L3dhc3RlNHNvaWwtMjAyNS1mci0wMQ%253D%253D
https://link.tribecrm.nl/public/email/d889c994-f0ed-4498-b934-6a617109ef9c/link?d=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXJlZmxoLm9yZy9lbi9ldXByb2plY3RzLW9rL2xpdmluZ3NvaWxsLTIwMjQtMTI%253D
Read%20the%20article%20
https://link.tribecrm.nl/public/email/d889c994-f0ed-4498-b934-6a617109ef9c/link?d=aHR0cHM6Ly9mb3JtLmpvdGZvcm0uY29tLzI0Mjg4NTc0MDE3NTA2MA%253D%253D
https://link.tribecrm.nl/public/email/d889c994-f0ed-4498-b934-6a617109ef9c/link?d=aHR0cHM6Ly9nbWFpbC51czgubGlzdC1tYW5hZ2UuY29tL3RyYWNrL2NsaWNrP3U9NDZkMTIzMmUwMDEzYjEwNzY1YjZmODgzNSZpZD0zMDc0OTYzN2QzJmU9ODE1MTcyMzJlNw%253D%253D


AIAM5 members are currently working on an International Fruit and Vegetable Day (IFFV), to be 
officially established by the FAO. A Chilean delegation recently attended the meeting of the FAO 
Committee on Agriculture in Rome, where the proposal was unanimously supported by member 
countries. 
The FAO Council has approved forwarding the proposal to the 44th FAO Conference in July 2025, with 
a potential submission to the UN General Assembly in September 2025 (UNGA80). If approved, IVDF 
could replace the current World Fruit and Vegetable Day and be celebrated for the first time on 4 
March 2026 - a date chosen to be consistent in both hemispheres. 
 
This milestone builds on efforts dating back to 2012, when the initial proposal for a world day was 
presented to the FAO. Since then, many countries have recognised similar commemorations and the 
International Year of Fruit and Vegetables has been celebrated, making the official International Day 
of Fruit and Vegetables a possible reality. 
 
* World Alliance for the Promotion of the Consumption of Fruit and Vegetables "5 a day". 
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NEWS FROM EUROPE 
 

 

  

Council of the EU : 
Polish Presidency 
 

  

 

Since 1 January 2025, Poland is holding the Presidency of the EU. Among its priorities, it states on the 
official Presidency website that it will "support activities to strengthen European security in all its 
dimensions: external, internal, information, economic, energy, food and health". Europe must "ensure 
that farmers' position in value chains is strengthened and that their incomes are stable. We need a 
competitive and resilient European agriculture that ensures food security for Europeans. All EU 
actions must take account of vulnerable agricultural sectors and ensure that non-European 
producers comply with European food quality, safety and sustainability standards." 
 
Read the priorities of the Polish Presidency 
See details of the work programme for the Agriculture Council on page 42 of the pdf. 
 

  

 

  

Greetings from the EU Commissioner of 
Agriculture 
 

  

 

Christophe Hansen, the new Commissioner for Agriculture, published his wishes for the sector on 1st 
January. 
Watch the video on X or on Linkedin. 

https://link.tribecrm.nl/public/email/d889c994-f0ed-4498-b934-6a617109ef9c/link?d=aHR0cHM6Ly9wb2xpc2gtcHJlc2lkZW5jeS5jb25zaWxpdW0uZXVyb3BhLmV1L2VuL3Byb2dyYW1tZS9wcmlvcml0aWVzLw%253D%253D
https://link.tribecrm.nl/public/email/d889c994-f0ed-4498-b934-6a617109ef9c/link?d=aHR0cHM6Ly9wb2xpc2gtcHJlc2lkZW5jeS5jb25zaWxpdW0uZXVyb3BhLmV1L2VuL3Byb2dyYW1tZS9wcmlvcml0aWVzLw%253D%253D
https://link.tribecrm.nl/public/email/d889c994-f0ed-4498-b934-6a617109ef9c/link?d=aHR0cHM6Ly9wb2xpc2gtcHJlc2lkZW5jeS5jb25zaWxpdW0uZXVyb3BhLmV1L21lZGlhL3prY25vMzI1L3Byb2dyYW1tZS1vZi10aGUtcG9saXNoLXByZXNpZGVuY3ktb2YtdGhlLWNvdW5jaWwtb2YtdGhlLWV1cm9wZWFuLXVuaW9uLnBkZg%253D%253D
https://link.tribecrm.nl/public/email/d889c994-f0ed-4498-b934-6a617109ef9c/link?d=aHR0cHM6Ly94LmNvbS9DSGFuc2VuRVU%253D
https://link.tribecrm.nl/public/email/d889c994-f0ed-4498-b934-6a617109ef9c/link?d=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGlua2VkaW4uY29tL2ZlZWQvdXBkYXRlL3VybjpsaTphY3Rpdml0eTo3MjgwOTAzMjMxOTE0Nzk1MDA4Lw%253D%253D
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AGENDA 
 

 

  

Discover the upcoming events in the European 
F&V sector 
 

  

 

14-16 January : Sival, the international trade fair for plant production techniques, in Angers, France. 
 
5-7 February: Fruit Logistica in Berlin 
-* 
 

- 
AREFLH - Assembly of European Horticultural Regions 
MIN de Brienne - 110 Quai de Paludate 
33800 Bordeaux, France 
Tel : +33 (0) 5 56 89 10 19 
www.areflh.org | x : @areflh | Linkedin 
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You received this email because you have subscribed to our monthly newsletter. You can unsubscribe 
at any time using the link below. 
Note pour les francophones : vous pouvez recevoir cette newsletter en français, en répondant à cet 
email. 
- 
 

Click here to unsubscribe  
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